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As an Elise owner for the past 10 
years I have always avoided 
“trying” the latest and greatest 
version of the species. I’m sure 
you will all agree that to own a 
Lotus is a bit more than owning a 
car. The car appears to develop 
a life all its own that the driver 
shares, inducing that silly smirk 
so many of our partners witness 
after we arrive back in the Lotus. 
Indeed this affliction borders on a 
passion usually satisfied by 
upgrades and modification, to 
“improve” the overall driving 
experience. I‘m sure we all have 
suffered at the hands of the god 
of horsepower, only to be 
chastised by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer and severely 
punished- allbeit with a silly 
smirk on our face. 

 
Imagine my dilemma when 
invited to the release of the 
Supercharged Elise, at 
Wakefield Park - what is a bloke 
going to do? Of course you turn 
up helmet in hand with best 
behaviour notes and a get out of 
jail card sign by Mum stuffed into 
your pockets. The big question is 
going to be: “Has Lotus improved 
the company’s saviour vehicle in 
the past 10 years?” A 
supercharger makes a more than 
interesting proposition, and 
surely all the bugs / annoyances 
of the early S1’s will have been 
fixed or better still improved. All 
these thoughts are running 
through my head as I’m invited to 
“take it out and see what you 
think”, on a race track no less. 
I climb in desperately trying to 
clear the “red mist” and have a 
look around the cabin noting the 
changes form the S1. The dash 
is all new with a more modern 
look; the stereo has been 
upgraded; we have a parcel shelf 
to store all those things that rattle 
and annoy the hell out of you 
when pressing on; a drink holder 

that could come from a 
dominatrix toy box; only had a 
quick look mind. Next job clutch 
in, find out where the gears fall, 
get a quick relationship with the 
pedal position – all good, let’s 
get out there. Of course the 
helmet helps cover your red face 
when you have to ask “how do 
you start it?”- we now have an 
ignition AND a start button with 
an alarm to catch even the very 
aware. 
 
Select 1st gear and head out, this 
is going to be fun, haven’t played 
with a 6 speed box before so will 
see what is needed where with a 
few exploratory laps. First thing 
you notice is the different sound 
– more a woosh than the crisp 
bark I’m used to, then the revs 
rise and the supercharger comes 
in with it distinct low whistle. This 
could become addictive. Once 
settled in you start to notice the 
little things, like the shift light on 
the dash telling you to go up a 
gear, the brakes (my god they a 
good), and try as I might couldn’t 
get the ABS to operate. Whilst 
sucking all this up you are totally 
unaware just how quick you are 
going, this is one seriously quick 
little jigger straight out of the box. 
All too soon you are flagged in 
and give the little beastie a 
chance to cool down, no warning 
lights or buzzers, brakes are not 
mushy, all is good.  Then you 
become aware of the seat, you 
actually sit in it not on it, and, 
despite not having a harness, the 
standard belt actually does a 
good job of keeping you body in 
position, helped slightly by the 
steering wheel being just that bit 
closer than I’m used to. I jump 
out to let another pilot have a 
steer wearing a silly grin at what 
I’ve just enjoyed. 
As a means of comparison I’m 
offered the 211- I look to the 
heavens and say Thank You 

Lord.  The 211 is the next few 
levels up the ladder, you literally 
climb in and lower yourself into 
the seat and get dressed in the 
car, clip the belts on and tighten- 
ask how to start it, and away I go. 
Blasting out the pit exit, you 
immediately become aware of 
the extra grunt- nice, then turn 1 
looms and ugly thoughts appear 
on the horizon, only to stamp on 
the brakes and have the hand of 
God grasp the car! OK find 
second gear and drive to the 
corner, Brakes are exceptional. 
The 211 has traction control and 
this is a must have option across 
the range in my view. I don’t 
know what setting of the 16 
available it was set at but I was 
able to bury the throttle at the 
apex of corners and the car just 
went where it was pointed, you 
just change up when the red 
lights flick on. All is great till the 
next corner where you have the 
pleasure of jumping on the 
brakes again, truly confidence 
inspiring stuff, this is the closest 
“road” car to the open wheel 
experience I’ve driven. Finding 
the limits of the 211 is way 
beyond my skill level. This car is 
laugh out loud FUN. 
 
Still on a high I jump back into 
the Supercharged Elise and, 
while it’s not as focused as a 211, 
it is a car you can live with, lord it 
has air conditioning for crying out 
loud. Don’t know if I could post 
myself through the door with the 
roof on despite the lower sill than 
the S1 BUT the extra power and 
creature comforts do make it a 
serious proposition. Time will tell 
if the “I want” Bugs can 
overcome the death adders in 
my wallet. 
 
See you at the track 
 
Mike Basquil 
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Elise first in class at Canberra Hillclimb and 1.3 seconds away from the class record  

For car enthusiasts, Canberra is not only close to Wakefield Park, but also boasts its own dedicated hillclimb track, managed by the Southern 
District Motorsports Association (www.sdmahillclimb.com).  Sunday 25 May was the latest timed event, and David Leaney took his red Elise 
111R for his first ever hillclimb.  The benefit of no experience is that David’s rather sluggish first lap was automatically a personal best � .  He 
then worked on the time and set another four PBs, finishing with fastest lap in the Type 1-2 under 2 litres class, and only 1.3 seconds away 
from the class record.  David was still making major errors in his fifth run, so plenty of room for improvement.  The target for next hillclimb is 
now to drop another 1.5-2 seconds and set a new record.  The hillclimb circuit is rather challenging, but made for Elises.  The SDMA website 
has all of the details. 

  David Leaney 
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Brian Caldersmith has passed on the following repor t from Warren King regarding the new 
memorial to Jim Clark at Hokenheim  

JIM CLARK MEMORIAL �
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